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As we close out 2020, we are 
exhaling (through our masks) a 
sigh of relief. We always expect 
challenges at BVMI, but temporarily
closing our doors due to a pandemic
was something we couldn’t see
coming. Through it all, our staff and
volunteers held on, shifted gears
and learned new ways to provide
medical care though telehealth. 
Our patients stepped up and gave 
it a try.  

Together, we made it through 
the 2020 crisis, and we carefully
reopened BVMI’s clinic doors.
Thanks to our amazing donors, 
we survived. Our supporters 
understood how much COVID-19
threatened the health and 
livelihood of our patients, and their
families. The pandemic was a great
equalizer. It made us all realize how
much we need each other. 

The One Big Thing we held on
tightly to this year at BVMI was
hope. Hope that our patients could
learn how to protect themselves
against the virus. Hope that our
own team would remain healthy.
Hope that our donors could and
would keep giving, even as our
annual fundraising gala went 
“virtual.” It worked.

While COVID-19 remains a 
challenge for 2021, we’re ready. 
We’ll continue using telehealth,
alongside in-office visits when 
possible, to serve more people. 
We plan to add more clinic hours
and expand our case management
program. We can’t shy away from
the unknown, so we will continue to
carefully serve our patients. They
need our help AND our hope.

Amanda Missey, President/CEO

amissey@bvmi.net

201-518-8484

Over these many months of the COVID-19 pandemic, we’ve learned 

that telehealth can be a useful tool – and it can save lives. BVMI patient

Errol was having symptoms of COVID-19, while managing his diabetes,

high cholesterol and high blood pressure. When his wife Oudia called to

tell us that he was sick and hallucinating, with signs of memory loss, we

decided to send him to the emergency room. An examination confirmed

low oxygen levels. Errol also tested positive for COVID-19 and contracted

pneumonia in both lungs. Still, he remained hopeful and was able to

return home a week later.

BVMI’s medical team was able to manage Errol’s home care remotely, 

but it wasn’t easy. Over six weeks, he was readmitted to the hospital 

three more times. Mary Granholm, our nurse practitioner, managed to

source the expensive medications he’d need at home, even delivering 

one round herself.

“It’s been a difficult year, and I didn’t know if I would make it,” said Errol. 

But regular telehealth appointments with BVMI’s Dr. Josef Machac,

Certified Diabetes Educator Holly Homa, and a mental health professional

have renewed his hope. 

“BVMI has been with me every step of the way,” said Errol. “Everyone

responds quickly to my calls. Before BVMI, I didn’t have any healthcare. 

I don’t know what I would have done without them.” Oudia is grateful too.

“If there was a survey, I’d give BVMI 10 out of 10!” she said. 

It takes a strong woman to handle more issues in one year than most people deal with in a lifetime.

“Celia” is a BVMI patient and survivor of domestic violence. She’s raising three children on her own.

She lost her two jobs in late March due to the COVID-19 pandemic – which meant she couldn’t pay

her rent or provide enough food for her family.

BVMI is grateful that we can extend a lifeline in times like these. Yes, we provide primary healthcare

for Celia. That includes connecting her with mental health support from our licensed social workers,

aided by Spanish-language interpreters. But she sorely needs other types of assistance, too. For

example, BVMI’s Case Manager Rosa Flores-Campos has helped Celia receive fresh produce and 

grocery gift cards, and connected her with the Center for Food Action.

Celia’s stress level has been overwhelming, especially during the pandemic. “I can’t sleep, knowing 

I need electricity and access to the internet so that my children can do their schoolwork from home,”

she said. Rosa is helping Celia seek out rental and energy assistance. She is also committed to 

helping her apply for permanent resident status. This would open the door to other types of 

assistance until Celia can get fully back on her feet again. 

Considering all Celia and her children have been through, she’s already standing tall. We’ll do our 

best to keep her healthy as she gets closer to much brighter days. 

help 
and hope 
joinhands

a mother’s strength

with him 
every step of the way

why we help...

thank you 
We are so grateful to these and all our other generous and committed donors

“We support BVMI because it fulfills

the critical mission and need of 

providing healthcare to those that

otherwise could not afford it. Giving

allows us the honor and the privilege

of exercising our duty to give back 

to society.” 

KAREN AND RICH BALTER

“BVMI truly represents a ‘Culture 

of Caring,’ and the patients it 

serves have no other way to receive

excellent, preventive, ongoing

healthcare.”  

ROBERT B. ZURIER, MD

“I volunteer and donate to BVMI 

because it helps the working poor.

The volunteer experience was what 

I promised myself when I retired. 

The interaction with the patients

who are doing their best to help

themselves was excellent. BVMI 

is an exceptional organization."

JANET COOK, RN



MISSION

Powered by passionate volunteers, BVMI 

meets the medical needs of low-income, 

working, uninsured adults in Bergen County 

by providing free, comprehensive, patient-

centered primary healthcare.

Lynn Diamond Healthcare Center

75 Essex Street, Suite 100   Hackensack, NJ 07601

201-342-2478   bvmi.org

NO-GO GALA

Double Diamond Sponsor  
Inserra Supermarkets, Inc.
Family owned and operated neighborhood
supermarkets proudly caring for and 

serving our communities for over 75 years in Bergen County and 
other locations around NJ.

Platinum Sponsors 
Englewood Health F
Founded in 1890, Englewood Health is one
of NJ’s leading hospitals and healthcare

networks. This healthcare system delivers nationally recognized care
and consistently earns high marks for clinical excellence and safety.

Holy Name Medical Center
A fully accredited nonprofit healthcare
facility based in Teaneck, NJ. Founded in
1925 by the Sisters of St. Joseph of Peace,

the comprehensive 361-bed medical center offers leading-edge 
medical practice and technology administered in a tradition of 
compassion and respect for every patient.

The BVMI 2020 NO-GO Gala: Together at Home was a great success thanks to you! 
More than 300 guests joined the virtual gala and because of your support, 500 diabetic and 

pre-diabetic BVMI patients will continue to have access to excellent healthcare! 

Gold Sponsors

Silver Sponsors
Aetna Foundation ■ Bergen New Bridge Medical Center ■

CBA Industries Inc. ■ Christian Health Care Center ■

Peter and Linda Hanson ■ UnitedHealthcare Inc. ■

Lizabeth A. Kopp, MD and Michael G. Faust, MD ■

Robert and Lisa Ann Miller, MD ■ Suzanne and Ronald Saldarini, PhD

Bronze Sponsors 
Axiom Capital Management ■ Joseph M. Sanzari, Inc. ■

Rosemarie Sorce ■ TD Bank ■ Robert and Audrey Luckow

together at home

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Andrea Costa Egan, Chair
Nonprofit ACE

Michael Faust, MD, Vice Chair
Valley Center for Women’s Health

Ronald J. Saldarini, PhD, Treasurer
Biological Initiatives

Len Greer, Secretary
J&J Health and Wellness
Solutions

Jill Altana

Dianne Aroh, MS, RN, NEA-BC
Hackensack University 
Medical Center

Jordan Goldsmith, Esq.
Cohn Lifland Pearlman 
Hermann & Knopf

Terry Hensle, MD
Columbia University

Eric Kim
Grant Avenue Capital

Shannon Lazare
M&T Bank

Amit Limaye, PhD
BD

Valerie Mauriello

Jonathan K. Mays, MD, MPH, MBA
Metropolitan Hospital

Zachary Meli
Henry Schein

Lauren Menkes, LMSW, MPH
Englewood Health

Kristen Silberstein
Holy Name Medical Center

Ana K. Stankovic, MD, PhD, MSPH
Koliada Consulting

Darryl Weiss, MD
Plastic Surgery & 
Dermatology Center

Amanda Missey
President/CEO

ADVISORY BOARD
Michael W. Azzara, Chair 

Neil Abitabilo
Kathleen M. Burke, PhD, RN
Janet Finke
Barry Freeman, EdD
Kenneth Herman, EdD
Gladys Laden
Gene Marsh
Marilyn Schotz
Clifford Surloff
Bernard M. Weinstein
Joanne Westphal



THANK YOU
FOR PROVIDING HELP AND HOPE

TO OUR BERGEN COUNTY NEIGHBORS

Bergen
Volunteer

Medical
Initiative

Bernard “Bernie” Weinstein’s long career has led him to places like Bellevue Hospital, Westchester
County Medical Center, Pace University Graduate Center, and Bon Secours Charity Health System.
After his third attempt at “retirement,” his wife Eileen read about Dr. Sam Cassell, who was intent 
on creating a new health clinic for working people in Bergen County who lacked access to medical 
insurance. “I was intrigued,” said Bernie. “I made a few calls, agreed to attend a meeting, and helped
plot some market information. Next thing I knew, I had a new volunteer job title: Administrator!”

Within four years, BVMI found the right location and enough money to open its doors. Bernie’s work
on site negotiation and business planning helped. “It was a wonderful process,” said Eileen. “Bernie
later became Board Chair and then headed the Business and Finance Committee. He shared lots of
experience, and brought people together.”

The Weinsteins have been generous to BVMI – most recently with a charitable gift annuity through
the Community Foundation of New Jersey. “Once the simple details were explained, it was a 
no-brainer,” said Bernie. “And I’m glad the ‘healthy skeptic’ in me asked those tough questions way
back when – because today, even facing a pandemic, BVMI’s financial picture is solid.”

Eileen and Bernie enjoy life: golfing, swimming, biking and advocating for our work. “People are well
served at BVMI,” said Eileen. “We’re impressed with how fulfilled the medical volunteers are, too.”

“I’d love to see BVMI acquire its own building someday,” added Bernie. “That could allow them to 
double or triple the number of patients.” It’s a lofty goal. But BVMI itself started with a dream – 
and the help of people like the Weinsteins.

"We decided to become Legacy

Society members because of

the devotion, hard work and 

excellence of BVMI's 

leadership. Our commitment 

is to ensure that BVMI is 

around to survive, thrive and

serve long after we are here 

to bear witness." 

- KAREN AND 

DARRYL WEISS, MD

"Joining the Legacy Society 

is truly a declaration 

of our profound support 

of BVMI. It is also a 

permanent caring statement 

of our concern for BVMI’s 

financial future." 

- BENITA AND 

KENNETH HERMAN, EdD

THE WEINSTEINS: HELPING FULFILL DREAMS

WELCOME NEW LEGACY SOCIETY MEMBERS

SAMPLE GIFT ANNUITY RATES FOR ONE LIFE

AGE RATE

70 4.7%

75 5.4%

80 6.5%

90 8.6%

Help us secure the future of BVMI while making an impact today. 

For every new planned gift, BVMI will receive $1,000.

To get started, contact Amanda Missey, BVMI President/CEO
201-518-8484, amissey@bvmi.net

TAKE THE 2020 LEGACY CHALLENGE!
JOIN THE DR. SAMUEL A. CASSELL 

LEGACY SOCIETY



Vivian and Neil Abitabilo
Theresa Adelgais
Advent Lutheran Church
Heidi Ahlborn, MD and 

Thomas Ahlborn, MD
George M. Ajjan, DO
Kathy and John Albohm, Esq.
Lynne and Joseph Algrant
Harry Allan
Jill and Dave Altana
AMA Billing
AmazonSmile
American Endowment Foundation
Michael Armellino
Cynthia Arone
Nicholas Aselta
Deborah Aultmon
Irma and Lewis Azaroff
Kathy and Michael Azzara
Lori Balestri
Karen and Richard Balter
Annette Baron and Andy Lieb
Larry Barr
Rebecca Baxt, MD and 

Jonathan Shammash, MD
BD
Alyssa Becker, MD and George Becker, MD
Gerald Bedrin
Sandy Bernhardt
Eileen Blake
Linda and Steven Bleiweiss
Cathy and Joe Bossolina
Barry Breslau
Dianne Buckminster
Karen and Michael Bukiet
Bulldog Ventures, Ltd
Kathleen Burke, PhD
Mary Ann and David Butler, MD
BVMI Patients
Kim and Richard Cantor
Maureen Carroll and Robert Leber
Chad Casey
William Catogge
Sharon and Thomas J. Chisholm
Mary Lou and Vincent Ciavarra, MD
Andrew J. Cole, MD
Elizabeth Cole and David Kahn, DMD
The Community Chest
Michael Constantine
Maria-Rose and Ralph Contini
Dale Cook
Joan and Barry Cooper
Mary Ann and Richard Copp
Martin Corso, MD
Colin Cortes
Nancy and Roger Coven, MD
Diane and Ed Curland
CVS Health Foundation
Sameera Daud
Ann and Norman Davis
Jenny D'Elia
Carolyn DeMaria, MD and 

Frank DeMaria, Jr., MD
Mary Jo and Michael Dervos
Kathleen DiGiulio
Mary DiGiulio
Direct Relief International
Jennifer Ditommaso
Mary Ann Donohue-Ryan and 

Matthew Ryan
Ellen and Mike Dudas

Kate Duggan
Sue Dyrness and Brad Basile
Eastern Insurors
Andrea and Kevin Egan
Lynda and Neal Eiseman
Marsha and Larry Eisen
Engo Co
Monique and Steve Facini
Jennifer Farrington
Jeremy Faust
Alison Favale
Fedway Associates, Inc.
Paul Ferlazzo
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Lisa Finkelstein
Lisa and Larry Fitzmaurice
Ellen Fitzpatrick
Todd Forman
Fred C. Rummel Foundation
Tamara Freeman, DMA and 

Barry Freeman, EdD
Rosalind Frieder
Ruth and Noel Friedland, MD Danielle 
and Enrico Gaglioti
Robert Gallagher
Brennan Gang
Gayle Gannon
Julius M. Gardin, MD
Susan and Gerald Geltman
Joan Gilson
Sally Glick
Lynn Gligor
Cynthia Goldman
Angie Goldszmidt
Patrick Gonnelli
Mary and Ken Granholm
Grant Avenue Capital
Beth and David Greenwald
Roni and Len Greer
Lisa Grohsman
Barbara Grossman
Eleanor and Martin Gruber
Guardian Power Cleaning Corp.
Patty Halsall
Renee Harper
Karen Hart, MD and Neil Hart
Joyce Haun
Medha Havnurkar
Roisin Hayes Rizzo
Jane He
Henry & Marilyn Taub Foundation 
Henry and Elaine Kaufman Foundation 
Benita and Ken Herman, EdD
Debbie Herman and Jeff Steinhorn 
Holly and Thomas Homa

Horizon Foundation for New Jersey 
Diane Hurley
IKEA
Inserra Supermarkets
Marie Inserra
Intel
Kristi and Brian Izzo
J.P. Morgan Charitable Giving Fund JD 
Communications LLC
Jewish Communal Fund
JKMS Williams Family Foundation 
Tamar and Jack Joffe
Johnson & Johnson
   Matching Gifts Program
Hilary and Forrest Jones
Paul Jordan
Just Give - Great Nonprofits

Michelle Kaiser, MD and 
Michael Kaiser, MD

Anne and Andrew Kanter
Michelle Kaplan
Kaplen Foundation
Elaine and Henry Kaufman, MD
Michelle Kaye
Karen and Kevin Keyes
Rekha Kirtane, MD and Jayant Kirtane, MD
Rena and Steve Klosk
Lizabeth A. Kopp, MD and 

Michael G. Faust, MD
Korean American Community Foundation
Mary Krugman and Barry Poskanzer
John Lasalandra and Joe Russell
Birdie and Henry Lau, MD
Heather and Shannon Lazare
Jeffrey Lefkowitz
Edie and Jeffrey Levene
Amit U. Limaye, PhD
Carol and Howard L. Lipton, DO
Betty Liste
Barbara and Robert Loscalzo
Carole Lotito
Kristan and Rev. Richard Louis
Cathy Lowden
Elisabeth Mannschott and 

Alfred T. Blomquist Jr.
Lisa Marcus
Valerie Mauriello
Lynn M. Mayer
Suzette and Jonathan Mays, MD
Pargellan McCall, PhD
Karen and Sean McCarthy
Toni McGarvie
David Meinhard
Aida Melamed
Lauren Menkes and Kevin Savage
The Mickey Capelli Foundation
Lisa Ann Miller, MD and Robert Miller
Miracle Maintenance - Nancy Seigh
Amanda and Andrew Missey
Maryann Monaco
Katherine and David Montgomery, MD
Daniel Morais
Jane and Robert Morais
Laurie Morano
Dale and Jerry Mottola
Lindsey and Richard J. Moynihan
Laura H. Mufson, PhD and 

Bennett P. Leifer, MD
Joanne Murad and Jason Algor
Deborah Nahshon
National Association of Free and

Charitable Clinics
Amy and John Nidds
Dennis Oberle
Claudia Oliva
Loriann and Anthony Orlando
Sheila O'Toole
Andrea and Herbert Ouida
Grishma Parikh, MD and Kamal Patel
Sarah Park
Christopher Parker
Raina Parvanov-Dawson and 

Peter Krautle
Kristine and Al Perry
Lisa and Dan Peterson
Pfizer Foundation Matching Gifts Program
Elaine and Neil Posner
Stephen Powell

Susan Profeta, MD and Fred Profeta

Rita and Frank Prospero

Ellen Rafferty

Sharon Ramsaier

Sanjula Ranasinghe

Scott Reddin

Darrell Reid

Elizabeth Reiley, MD and Terry Hensle, MD

Cheryl and David Reiner, MD

Nancy and Greg Ricca

Ridgewood AM Rotary

Elizabeth Ridgley

Dan Rifkin

Robert A. Mills Foundation

Janice and Gerald Rosen

Sharon Ross

Susan and Andy Russ

Judy and Joe Russell

Florence and Murray Sabrin, PhD

Anna and Pastor Joseph Schattauer-Paille

Lori and Tom Schmidt

Phyllis and Allen Schneiderman, DDS

Constance Schnoll

Marilyn Schotz

Schwab Charitable

Alix and Richard Schwabacher

Cipora Schwartz

Paul Shackford

Janet and Sansar Sharma, PhD

Marla and William Sherman

Edith and Charles Sobel

Charlotte Sokol, MD

Elizabeth Sternberg

Stop & Shop

Pamela and Marc Sturiale

Patricia Sullivan

Rozanne F. Sullivan

Margaret Sung

Marie Sweeney-Tavis

Lisa and Gregg Swensen

Bonita Takeuchi

Marilyn Tinghino

Alan Tipermas

Ada Torres

Town Title Agency

Norma Turner

Valley National Bank

Lynne and Daniel Van Engel, MD

Visions Federal Credit Union

Traci Volpe

Maggie and Christian Wall

Mike Washington

Laura Weaver

Eileen and Bernard Weinstein

Helaine and L. Donald Weinstein, MD

Lorna Weinstock

Karen and Darryl Weiss, MD

Jay Weitzner

John Wilcha

Ilene and Samuel Wolosin

Alice Wright

Kathryn and William Yeomans

Steven Zage

Lenny Zelin

Melanie and Barry Zingler, MD
Carol and Robert B. Zurier, MD

NO-GO GALA Advocate Sponsors
Vivian and Neil Abitabilo
Liliane and Alexandre Ackad, MD

Heidi Ahlborn,MD and Thomas Ahlborn,MD
Jill and Dave Altana
Kathy and Michael Azzara
Carol and Paul Bleifer
Ana Bou-Goldsmith and 

Jordan Goldsmith, Esq.
Carol Cassell
Joan Cowlan
Bonnie and Arthur De Simone, MD
Carolyn DeMaria, MD and 

Frank DeMaria, Jr., MD
Andrea and Kevin Egan
Janet Finke
Ruth and Noel Friedland, MD
Greater Bergen Community Action, Inc.
Roni and Len Greer
Eric Kim
Rima Kopelman, MD and 

Roger Rosenstein, MD
Gladys and Herbert Laden
John Lasalandra and Joe Russell
Birdie and Henry Lau, MD
Heather and Shannon Lazare
Lynda and Gene Marsh
Suzette and Jonathan Mays, MD
Amanda and Andrew Missey
Lindsey and Richard J. Moynihan
Newman, Simpson, & Cohen, LLP
Inmo and Michael Parloff
PNC Wealth Management
Elizabeth Reiley, MD and Terry Hensle, MD
Kristen and David Silberstein
Eileen and Mario Steinvurzel
Eveyln and Cliff Surloff
Valley Emergency Room Associates PA
Karin and Chris Vanuga
Lauren Violick and Zachary Meli
Eileen and Bernard Weinstein
Karen and Darryl Weiss, MD

Samuel A. Cassell 
Legacy Society Members
Michael Armellino
Kathy and Michael Azzara
Diana Bitritto*
Martin Blechman*
Joan Cowlan
Lynn Diamond
Janet Finke
Dorothy Glantz
Emily and Rolf H. Henel
Benita and Kenneth Herman, EdD
Michelle Kaye
Lizabeth A. Kopp, MD and 

Michael G. Faust, MD
Jo Ann and Paul MacDonnell
Lynda and Gene Marsh
Lisa Ann Miller, MD and Robert Miller
Suzanne and Ronald Saldarini, PhD
Marilyn Schotz
Eileen and Bernard Weinstein
Karen and Darryl Weiss, MD

Monthly Refill Program Donors
Kathleen DiGiulio
Carole Feingold
Linda and Lee Michelson
Amanda and Andrew Missey
Kathy and William Rogers
Jane and Richard Rosen
Erica West

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY AND YOUR COMMITMENT TO BVMI!
BVMI gratefully acknowledges donors who made contributions July 1 - October 31, 2020

THANK YOU!

bvmi.org*deceased


